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UNDERSTANDIN.G 
COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

IN GODERICH 

INTRODUCTION 

In {lrchltocturpl! terms1 the ty,pe of bull dings around the perimeter of The Squaro end along West 
Stre-et In GOdOfl~h aro ealled "commerclal b'lockS". Ttle term "ccmmerclal block11 refors to en 
lndlvlduel bul!dlng. Tho term ''commar·clal block" does not refer to each retalJ store nor doea 
it refer to bulldlng_s as a group stretching from one street corner to the next. 

his report concentrates on the orchltectural 
stylss of commerolal blocks bulll boforo 1950 
In Iha Heritage Dlalrlcts or The Square and 
West Street In Goderich, Ontario. 

Tlloro i.LIIO ru>oul lwcive tdontiflable archllecturaI 
styles wllhin the Vlclomm period. Almost all or 
the commercial blocks In the Heritage Districts 
of Goderich can be categorized Into three of 
these Victorian styles: Georgian, ltallanate and 
80cond Empire, 

This report llhJslra,les how the Georgian, 
lta,llenete anCI I3ecom;t Empire styles were 
executed on commercial blocks In Goderich. 

Thia report also lllustreles how the various parts 
of these styles of buildings hava been flttod 
logothor to rorm tho o~Uro fuQa.do wf\l0t1 f c . 
Iha slreel. 

Over time various orlg!lna11 styHsUc elements 
have bean removed or altered 'Inappropriately. 
Alterations have watered down, blurred, and sot 
up confusion l\s to Mw tho vm'iou·· urotllt otyr I 
elements or these commorclal block.a were 
orlglnally designed. The .relaUonshlp of the 
orl.glntl archltectur~ and the lnapprop.rlsla 
changes have !TeauUed In a disjointed array of 
elements. which have diminished Iha character 
for Which these Heritage Dlstrlcls were 
establlsha d, 

In ordflr to roJpuct tho or1grna1 erolllleotural 
charuotut or comm rel I block; au parts of 
the ra~ada aro to bo tnkOfl Into eonsl(Jer Uon, 
Tho unihlluelut· I contol<t of T11e Square and 
wost Street WIii be maintained U good 
stewar(lshlp a.ddressea all part::. of tnmm 
comm-erclal bloo.k bulldlngs. 

It Is hopad thut thl~ roport Wlll hOlp pe-oplo 
undurst:und Hlo erlglnnl composition ()f 

ro~lloelur,1 design Involved In creeling the 
hlalorlc Georgian, ltB!lanale and Second Empire 
styles of commorolal blocks. 

It Is also hoped that this fuport Wiil liolp poop!o 
undertake repulrs, modmcr,Uoris, renove11ans, 
rostomUon~ tld additrone wtilct'I will 
approprl toly ma1nt,1n the arlglnal historic 
contex1 of The Square and West Streot, 

ihe lnrcrmallon wllhln tnls r port will heir, lo 
maintain and coni:;orvu tho rc111.tect1.1re at Ttle 
Square and Wusl SlfOOl. In doing this the 
hlstorl<,; cnai'O.Otorlslles or Godertch''s core area 
ean be re-ealabllahed Which In turn wlll crout0 11 
dletlnctJve and unique rotull onvlroiim F1t, If 
munlclpt.\l olvlO prla and retail pr,owess are 
me.do to work to{Jettler, lhen The Square end 
Wo~l Str ot wm be en area that local people 
Mil visitors wm want to return to. 
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A Styf11t1q R«crlloot/Jlp ot 111ffil 

A STYLISTIC 'RELATIONSHIP OF THREES 

Th orc:hltecturat stylo of eommorclal block can bO oxpro&!l.ed in rolatlonshrpa of "lhr,ee" wtlen 
nnaly"'lng how 'tho whole buHdlng relate to Its v-arlotHI parts and how the parts relate back to the 
wholo. 

There are about tweive separate ldenllflablu 
archltectural styles within tho Vlclorlur1 poflod, 
AJmosl aJI of lhe, commurclo.l blocks In God rich 
o{u'I bO catcao~od into three or theae Victorian 
archllectural styles; Georgian, ltaUanate and 
Second Empire. 

Trio ovorall massing. the storerronl frame and 
.. tornrront are the mree maJor components 
which combine to rorm the ~rchltectursl 
chartcter ol e"ch commerclal block. If 1:he 
relaUonahlp between plan and section occurs. 
then tne overall composition ot the commercial 
block tai;:ade will remain true lo Its archlteoturul 
:ilylo rogardh:,ss of 11.S orlQln, 

wnotnor rostorlng or mocmymg an existing 
commerctal block ra9a(fe or creating a new 
oommerclal block fa~-ade, remember that tho 
~Jor compon1:ml~ and o ch of tholr p r~ work 
together rn 110 stynsuo re1at1<mslllp or threes" ta 
oreate lhe an,m1tectura1 style ot any given 
commerclal block. 
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lhe architectural context or The Squum ond 
We!lt Street has three Victorian styles: 
1. Georg[an 
2. Italianate 
a. second emr,lf 

Trie ragndo ha~ mree majo:r comoonantei 
1, Ma lng ~n(f Acor 
2. Storefront Frames1 PIiasters and 00tn1C05 
3. Storefronts, Wlndgw!; und OP0rllfl{J$ 

Tho i'ltt'Hlng has three parts~ 
1. Top comtce ,or the A.car 
2', Uppor storeys 
3. Main Floor 

ihe storefront frames. can bu dMdod Ink, two 
groups or .three paelii 
The columns and pllostora huvu: 
1. Capital & Br, ekot (docomllvo top pnr1) 
2. Sh rt (rru1ln pnrt oj column) 
3. 8(1Be (vle.ibla bottom p rt) 
The enteblature has: 
1. Cornice (I rgo mouldlno cros.a top) 
2. Frieze {flat ~ut1nco In mkldJe) 

(tho frfozq l!';I Qltan collad U,u ~lgrib nd} 
3. Architrave (small mouldlng cro111 bottom) 

The storefront has thr-Wl.,part.S; 
1. Transom WlndOW'J· 
2, Dt:;pfoy Window, 
3, Lowor Panel.s 

UndlHiandlts} t:mfjm«r!/iJJ SIMia In Oodl!foll· 



A STYL:ISTIC RELATIONSHIP OF THREES 
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STOREFRONT FRAM 
(~lhadiddlik) 

~.......,-

8TOA6FRONT 
(th!Jwnllladldt() 

OEOAGIAN 

UndKIIAndlna COOlmtmlfl lJlo(;kJ In Go"9rtM 

PANCL 

P.ILASTER 
COLUMN 

ITALIANATE SECOND EMPIRE 
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GEORGIAN STYLE 
COMMERC.IAL BLOCKS 
"plsln and well proporrlonsd undsr s gabled raaf" 

Tho four urvlvtno Qooralon 8lyl Comm ~ct I Block& to focurad 
on West Sir ot at tho tollowlno . <klro~u~: 

:n W at Slroot 
36, 38 Wo&I Slroul 
40, 42 Wost Strool 
46 · 4D WDBl Stroal 
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DESCRIPTION 
Brought OVtJr l;)y lhu Bil[ISl'l ufl(J 
the United Empire LoyallslB, 
tho Qeor9len style refers to 
tho period or Iha combined 
rulo of lh& four King Georges, 
1 714-1800 and IS dunvu d rirom 
P-811Qdlan Cla.sslolsrn afld 
English Renaissance styles. 
Goorglon commarclal blocks 
aro known far their plalnnoss. 
oxtromoly (lOOd proportions, 
and IMlr ft)Odlum lop d oobl 
root. 

At one point In Goderlch'a 
history; the dominant 
urohltooturul :;tylo of 
Godor1011's main ftnd 
resraentlal sveels was 
Goorgfen. 1111s la due to lhs 
fact thet Gl.oderlch was 
established earller than other 
towns In Huron County. L.ooal 

)C mplos of G orglun 
l.nll1dhlUS Ir eludu hou~u~, 
banks. liotols nd eommorelt 1 
blocl<S. 1-fow,ever. because 
most were built rrom wood, 
they often succumbed to fire 
and were replaced by sturdier 
orl¢k bulldlng~ of othor 
arohlt oturat styles. Only \, 
few Georgian brick end frame 
buildings remain In Goderich. 

The Georgian style should not 
be confus d Wllh N.,O• 
Clas!;llc.lll styli, wh lch h~s mo ro 
claaslcal detalllng wlth eave 
returns, and applied clase,1ca1 
pllasters. Local examples of 
these two styles can ba soen 
ut Lho top of ltl H· rbour HIii 
on west street "the Parle 
rtouse, Is or1g,1ne11y Georgren 
In style, whlle across the road 
Mends aakery, Is Neo­
Classlcel In style. 

UndtrlfllndnQ ~ lllwir1 In ~ 



GEORGIAN STVLli COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

52, 64 Tlio Squum (demolished) 40 West Street 

166, 168 The Square (original fa~ade) 36, 38 WO t SlrO l 



QEOMETAIC ANALYSIS 
OFTHE 

EOAGtAN STYL 

~J/1 8~ CoollTIOICIJJJ Slol!lr.'J 

Thi~ v :mu1 ill1 ly~IS subtJlvlees lhe rront rayadea or u,e bullcllngs Into the categorlos of FaQ do, M ~!Ing 
urld Roof, S'lorerront Frames, PIiaster& and Corn ces, and Storofron l~, Wlnaow~ ~ticl Opening~ which 
explain how all of the various componunts aro rolutod to ouch ottH)f aM how they group themselves 
together to form the geometric puttorn WO soo 1-vr r/ df,y. 

' 

- - -

D D D D D D 
~ - ..;.. 

I 
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_.._... ~ - ~ -~ .....- ....., 

FA~ADE 

The Georglan style consists of simple balance, 
uniformity, plalnneBB and an overall horizontal 
emphasis, 

Tho f o tt is oomposeef or a series or 
flOrl ont i l'ayert wh re each layer vlsue11y sits 
on top or lhe one below It: 

, a row of pilasters on tho main floor holds up 
the entablaturo 

• tho ontablaturo M ids I.JP tho unttrt101,.11ated 
plaf 11 1uppur lloors 
en L.Jpper cornice holds up the gable roof 

Ortglnally these building were of wood fromo 
construction: later being constructod of loac-t­
boarlng brick, 

B 

I 

,,_ ..... - -
MASSING end ROOF 

Tho rr1MSi!lg or the Georgren Styie consists of: 

Ii a lwo or three storey brick bulldlnu 
• large openings on the muln floor ror two or 

three storefronts por bulldli'\Q With the enda or 
th0 brklk walls oporaUng each store and 
boll"IO vlslbl between each storefront. 

• 01<tended brick gable ends flank ng vi lbl 
sloped gable roof, hosu oxtaf'ldocJ brick 
ge,ble ends are firewalls, 

IJIJgflf•lanlml~ Cwnlliitrtlldl Bloeb In Godlvfdl 



GEOMETAIC ANALYSIS 
OFTt-t 

GEOAGIAN STVL 
When lrylng to tdenllfy each stylo. duturm!ne how m ny or the original components am stlll 11"1 pl .. co 1M 
how many ere mlsslng. Thi· will !nc;Jlcate how true u,e existing facade Is to It~ Qrlglntll rchiteelural 
character and whut e(}niJ)Ot10nl.fl may need work In order to ronovutc.1 th commerclal block to be mere 
In kucplng w1u11ts original c11aractar. 

STOREFRONT FRAMES, PILASTERS 
and CORNICES 

The Goorglen style atorofront from ( t'lown 
stladetl) consleta of: 

" a aeries of columns wlllch hold up an 
ontnblaturo or eomlce band In a almpl0 po;;t 
nd b "fH relatlonshlp. 

The upper lloors ha.Vl:li 

• u ... t unt1Ftlc1,1l{!ited wells with no vortlc I 
pilasters. 

• a simple, small and thin corbullod Mok 
cornice below the roof overhang. 

he storo!ronl Ir mes ~no upper cornices 
pfOJOOl fOfW'O;r(J Into the elraet fmm the masonry 
ma · or 1.11e bulldtng. 

ODD □□□ 

. IBbl EffiJ Qill 
STOREFRONTS, W·INDOWS 
and OPENINGS 

1110 Gecugh.m :;tylu storetronl usually 
comprises: 

• two or mr e openings per commorclul block. 
i n opening stretching from col1Jfflfl to column 

and from sldawulk to unoer~ld~ or the 
entableturo ol/or tho main lloor. 

Storefronts were orlglnully fmmed In wood1 and 
contained doors .. tmnsoms. dlsplay windows 
and wood panols, 

Storefronts wore 3lways recessed lnword rrom 
tho rnusonry ma.as away from lhu ,,tr t. 

Windows on tho upp r levels. 

i w re, (jouble hung orlglnull~ dlvlded In small 
equal, panes forming 12 over 12. e over 9, or 
8 ovor G pauems. 

• were proportlanally twlco s high aB they 
were wide. 

1 occur In evonly spo.eod single rectangular 
openings topp a with plain segmented flal 
brick ror,es. 

7 



ITALIANATE STYLE 
COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 
"'Bltlt>Otat"' r1(/ bruckalad under ths sky1' 

Tho ab(toon urvlvlno It llc!n t Btylo Con Mun;lal Bfock:m ara 
locolad o.round Tho 8-qunrn nd on Wo I Slr ul t Iha fallow.Ing 
nddm!l"U: 

2, Tho Squaro 
4, a, ,o, 14, 18 ho Squore 
H) Tho Sc;:iuoro 
:e-4 Tho Squ re 
34. 3e iho 5qunro 
'10 The Squaro 
68. 70, 72, 74, 76 Tho Squuro 
92, 94 Tho Sqw:uo 
122, 124 Th Squuro 
140, 142 Thu Squcm1 
HiO Tho Squaro 
~2. :34 Wert SlrHI 
33 WHt Strool 
35 W9t\ Sire I 
37, 39, "1 Woat Slruul 

J 
J 

DESCRIP-TION 
nie llaH nat ,,tylu wus 
populer In Ot1'1brlo rrorf) tho 
1 B30'B unUI the end ol the 19th 
century. Although Its actual' 
origins are unclear, the style, 
wos Influenced by the 
Ronarssa~eo arehH cluro or 
Italy and waR edaptcd to 
Victorian taste. The Imposing 
features of ltellenate 
commarclal block buildings ere 
their very elaborate, oversized 
and bracketed entablaturs and 
cornleos. 

nan net bulldlflCS, a Inoa 
lmmodialo popul Jlly M huvu 
endured bees.use they wero 
constructed of brick, a more 
lasUng materlal than the wood 
of previous Georgian 
bUlh11ngs. Godorlot) has nl ny 
examples or ll311«ii, t 
commercle,I block bl,Jlldlngs 
although they are less 
elaborate than those found In 
other towns around this area. 

Tl'le IUlllerult Oli'I aslly b 
conrusea w1u, tn second 
Empire Slyle. Although lh 
two styles are slmlll;H. the main 
difference with ttalfenata style 
1B the appearance or a flat root 
top (the roof ltsen Is not visible 
rrom tho front), while tho 
sooond Empire .. rylo Ms 
vory VISlblO, 5l OPIY plt0~1Cd 
mans-prd roor forming lhe third 
or fourth floor or a commerclel 
block. 

Uttd«llimdllg Goirlmltfc/al ~ llf (Jallllllcli 



ITALIANATE STYLE COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

4,8, 10, 12, 14. 18 The Squaro 140, 142 The Square 

ea,. 70, 72. 74, 76 Tho Squaro 36 The SQu r 

Clnd«llllndnQ Qxnmwvtal D/qc/ta /n ~ 9 



QEOMETRIC ANALYSIS 
OF THE 
ITAl.lANATE STYLE 

/~l/ii11rtru Sty/a ,C{Jfil1t1til0/al Bloclt:1 

This VIBUBI enalysla subdivides lhu front f· CMC"' Of tM bUlldlngs Into the categorlm; OI FfiQOdo, 
Massing and Raor, Storefront, PII sh I and cornrceg ano Store,fronts, Wlridows ond Op nlng~ which 
explain how all (If thu v'UIOYS components are related to each olh t ntJ hew llley group lhemselvea 
1ogot'1ur lo form the geometric patterns wo seo ovury duy, 

. 

-

'IlQ m 
I 

Di.:~ 
I 
I -

! ...... ---- - - -

The Italianate tilylo con.,rsts or rh.ylhmlc 
uniformity. elaborate dotalllnQ Md combine ct 
horizontal and vGrtloru emphasis. 

Tho r::i~edo ts compo:sed of a pattorn or 
lnteraecUng vertJcal and horizontal frum : 

• vertical brick plla5tar~ oxtom.l rrom the street 
up to tho ot\\lOS, 

• 1,orl ont:31 entablaturea and cornfcu:» orO! s 
over the vertical pilasters. 

• at each crossover or lntorst.-ctlon or horizontijl 
cornices and vertical pllastur~ a docoraUve 
braci<et usually occurS. 

13oc u.,u no D fl Of the rno1 extends above tho 
top or the front wall, the fa~ade apponrs n l· 
toppea. 

10 
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MASSING and ROOF 

ihe massing of lh ltalfanate sty:la consist~ of; 

• a two or tt1r I storey brick building 
• I· rgo openings ror two or lhrao stor fronts per 

t,uitdlng w1th th.a end& of tho brlek walls which 
separate each iilOtO visible between each 
storeh'ont 

• a more hOftzontal. outline Is creatod duo to the 
laek or a visible roof 



GEOMETRIC ANALYSIS 
OF THE 

ITALIANATE STYLE 
Whc:r1 lrylng to Identify eact, stylu, dot rmlne how many of Lha orl!]lnat components are stlll In DI co and 
how mi;my are m sslno, Thi. wlll lndlcate, how true thu uxlsUng raoade Is to Its orlglnal orchlleatural 
character and whut components may need work In Orr.1er to renovale tho cornrflutclal block to be more 
In keeping wllt-1 its original cheraclor. 

STOREFRONT FRAMESt PILASTERS 
and CORNICES 

Tho lffill n(ltO style storefront frilrfl ( hown 
sh Clod} conststs of: 

• a series of pltm;turs xtendlng upward frorn 
the stroot to bfftCkets (shown black) l lh 
points ol lntorsecuon wUh tho horl:ontal 
ont bluluro. 

HI torlcally t,he stora,front frurno lmosl always 
consisted of wood pllo.,tor• . ontablatures and 
brackets appllod out ov r the brick, 

The brick pllu.,t rs: 

• continue upward to Q ~ lr,glo 0r paired bracket 
at tho point or lnlersecuon with lho upp r 
cornlcu or eornlces at various floor lovols, 

Mlslorrcally, the uppor cornle s and upper 
brackets were mado from ,tone, wood, pressed 
metal or elabor t eorbelled brickwork. 

Tho storofrorit Ir mes, pilasters and cornices au 
a,toJoot forward Into the street from the masonry 
m ss of the bulldlng, 

Vndlmllntfng t;,qmm,,rd,al Blotfkl flf aodlrldl 

na m on 
Efffl ffibHioB 
STOREFRONTS, WINDOWS 
and OPENINGS 

Th0 Ut1U n11to style storofl'OfH usually 
compr!S s; 

• two or l11ro storefront oponlng•· per 
commurclAI block. 

• un op nlng extending from column to column 
nf\d lreet to the undersldu or enl;ablatura or 
cornice on the main lov I. 

Storefront:; '-'YOre orlglnally construclod of wood 
and cont01ned doora, lf r oms. dlaplay 
wtnaow8 end wood panol· . 

Storefronls ulw y'J recess Inward r rom the 
masonry rlhSS away from lho ··tr t. 

Windows on lhu upp r levels 

• occur In regular or groupod potterna across 
ttlo f cads or are plucod .,ymmetrlcally about 
various centorlln ~ &tong the building'., 
fac,ade. 

, have round ho ded, seml-clrculur or arched 
tops d cor ted with largo ornate stone, 
conOfOlCi. bric!< or ou~l Iron arches and 
kuystone~t 

11 



SECOND EMPIRE STYLE 
COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 
"uluDornto . ruJ tm1ckatod undor a mtmsntd ,oo,■ 

Tho lour nurvlt.rlng Socond l:mplro Stylo Corrmo~I I Bloeka ra lot tutl 
on Tho Squnro nnd WoDI Stroot a l Iha foflbwlng d~fuis;aoa: 

se. 58 Th 8qv rg 
162, 184 Tho 8qu r 
172 Th SQU re 
60 wost stro t 

~ 
J 
I 

' 
tlJ-11 lll~ ' I 

llul lllrwl 

~ I 
I 
J 
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oesCAl'PTION 
Tho Sooond Empire style 
rufors to mo style In France 
durlnc lho rolgn of Empe.ror 
Nap01e-0n 111, 1852-1870, when 
he undertook e maJor 
redevelopment of Paris, 
Bocauso or Its bourgeois 
t\l'D I, II~ Socom:t Empire 
~tylo Qulekly C{I.Ught on 
throug~1oul C.1;mMt:1 In the late 
19lh century.. The most 
prominent reaturs of this style 
ts the mansard root, developed 
by Louis Mansard, amhltoCI to 
Louis XIV. 

Becs,UBe Second Emplro 
bulldlngs a,re a synthesis of 
French Renaissance, dorlvod 
from ltull n AOfl 1 ., nee,, and 
Cla 1oa1 French Architecture. 
It la easy lo see the overlap 
between the Uallanato und 
Second Empire stylos. Wllh 
slmllarltles such as U10 
elaborate brackotM cornlceg,, 
full 51:z.od pll st rs l\M slmller­
sl o opor11ngs. lhe second 

mph• Cliff rs rrom ltsllanate 
commerola! block bulldlngs 
mainly In the addlUon of tho 
mansard roof forming thu third 
or fourth floor ol ttio buH(llng. 

lifli!WilJlJltliJJ1 Comnuwlal BJoog Ill C1odiJrkill 



SECOND EMPIRE STYLE COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

50 west Street 

162, 164 Tho SQU0.1'0 

UndmflJndnQ ~~·In liadlfdt::h 13 



G OMtrrHIC ANALYSIS 
OFTHE 
SECOND MPIAI! STYLE! 

Sddtl/'rO Empllu 8,ylu Ctmrmllff!illl UJq,.;k, 

Th s vlsuiJJ analysis :Jubdlvldcs th rroiit wa11, or the buildings Into the categories of Fai;:acl'e, Ma,sslng 
and Roof. StoroJrOflt Frl\mos. PIiasters and cornices end Starofronls1 Windows and Openings which 
ul(_plaln now 11 or the various components ere related to euoh olhor nd how lhay group lhortmofvos 
togelht!!r to form lhe geometric patterns wo soo cvory duy. 

on n on 
FACADE 

t21.1lll of load bearing brick construction, tho 
Second Empire style consists of v;,VI d 
rhythmic patterns, elaborate detailing una m 
tdded vertical emphasis of Its mansord root 

Like the ltnllt\fl t • p Uem or Intersecting 
vol'tilefil and horizontal trames Is set up across 
the r,u;ade: 

• vertlca:1 pilasters ex'tond from thu Stroot l.!D lo 
the eaves. 

• hOtli OJ'tal ,ontablaturea ~nd comtces cross 
over the vertical pllaaters. 

• al e,ach crossover er Intersection of horlzontul 
cornlcea and vertical pllesters a docoro.Uvo 
bracket usuelty cccur. 

Tho fuc;ud ltsulf rosts soll{lly bel'.ow a steeply 
pltc1, d ffl!1 nsard root. A series of slngle and/or 
palrect dormer wlndowe proJacls from tho 
mansard roof. 
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MASSING and ROOF 

Tno massing er the Second rnplro style 
cons!~l- or: 

• a two or three storoy brlek bulldlng 
• large opentnos fer two Of mree storefronts per 

bulldlng wllh mo Olld Qf the brick walls which 
~op ,rd each store vlalbla botwoon oach 
torerront. 

• a !lteeply pitched mansard roof 
• extended brick gublOS onen !JUbdlVlde the 

mansard roof 

Tho eomblnauon or the masonry Ft13"S topped, 
wllh a manaard roof givGS thoso bulldlnga a 
:sollCI , taller appearance. 



GEOMETRIC ANALYSIS 
OFTHE. 

SECOND EMPIRE STYLE 
When Lrylng to Identify each style1 datorm no how rnuny of 1hr orlglnal components are allll In place, and 
how many are missing, Thl:i will lndlc·1to t1ow ~r1,1e the existing fa~ade Is lo Its orlglmil urchltuctural 
ch ractor und who. t eorr POFll.nl.5 may need work In order to ronovuto th eommerclal block to be moro 
In kuupl11g wllh Ila orlg.lnal character. 

STOR:EFRONT FRAMES, 
PILASTERS and CORNICES 

The Second Emplro .,tylu .,torefront rr,me 
(shown shaded) consists of; 

• il aorlos ol fif)plled columns on brick pllasturs 
o.i(t nd:lng upw,ard from the street lo brackuts 
(9•hown black) at the point of lntor:;ucUon wllh 
the entablature. 

Hlstorlcally tho 5lorurront fr ma was almost 
always mado from wood. 

ThO Mok pllosters: 
• oxtond vpwera: lo form a elngle or palrod 

bracket at the point of 1ntersectlon with ll'IY 
upper cornice. 

Hlstorlcelly thu upl)or corr,iees ana brackets 
woru mudo rr0m , tons, wood, pressed metal or 
el1;1borate corbelled brickwork. 

The atororront from , pllasters and cornices ell 
proJoot forward Into u1e street from the masonry 
mu~ Of U1 bulhllng. 

l/1Jdll•tlmdng OommtfW#I l1l«kl In Gadtrlr;Ji 

0 00 0 

nn on no 
STOREFRONT, WINDOWS 
and OPENINGS 

The Second emp1111 • toretront comprises: 

• lwo or three storerront op ,,1ngs per 
commerclal block, 

• an opening oxtoncm,o from column to column 
and street to U11 underside of entablaturo or 
cornl1)0 cm the main level. 

Storefronts ware orlOll"l II~ cone.lructed of wood 
and contnlnoa doors. transoms1 dl~play 
wlndow-.i and woou panels. 

Storotronts always races:; from 'll'le masonry 
n1Ma away lrom thu ~lr t. 

Wlndows on lhe upper lev0ls1 

• ,occur In regulfi!' or grouped pattems aero:, 
the fa~udo or ere placed symmotrfe Uy ,bout 
vQrlOUS centerline along lhu bulld]ngs fa9ade. 

1 have round hooded, som1 .. c1rculijr or arched 
tops decornlod with ltrge ornate stone, 
concrete, :l)rlok or east Iron arches and 
keystono·, 

• huvu .r-mall .single or paired windows In lh 
dormers causing a hierarchy or ,or,-0n1ngs. 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 
OF THE SQUARE AND WEST STREET 
The commorclul t>loCk" i>rovh:>Usly mentioned within lhlB report can be analysod by uslr,g tho 
du:mriptlOns of tho G Oi'gl n, 11.tlllanate, ane1 Second Empl,a archltcetur1:1I stylos. M0we11or, lhoso 
stylldllc do:;crlptlor1•· cannot o t1ppHed directly to all commerclal blocks. As woll a., th · u,r n1r1lfl 
cul gotl~s. ltlls 11, ung aiso lncludes other erchllectural stylos which oidst around The Square and Jlong 
West Street regardless of tho ago of lho buUtllng. 

THE SQUARE 

North Slroat lo Colborna Strut 
2 Tho 5qyor. • .. ltnllnno\o 
4, 8, 101 12, t4, 18 Tho 8<i · r11 • ltpllnr1010 
18 TI\e s1:1u ro - 11ollnnnte 

Co Ibo no Stroot to WHt SlrHt 
24 Tho squm,o - ll !!Mal b 1k blOek wnh door?.J. mid wlndow!l on lhn main floor lm11ood of atorofronta: nd 

30 Tho SqU!ua 
a2 Tho Squora 
34, 30 Tho Sciuaro 
40 ThD Squara 

storofront fr m&B, 
• orlglfi I llaJlatUllO 1 ~ tm b n r nov I d lo MQdom !rtyto, 
.. oi'luifll'.11 lllllfaft lo 1 ',Odo h • beon l<1 n lvoly ronovotod, 
,. origin I It lf.nnal 1 i d h I boon ol<1onr.lvoly rqnovg\od. 
~ IID[lm\ilto bank bloCk Witt\ doore Md window& on UlQ rnnln floor lna~oad of BIOl'ull'Ofll8 Md 

slorafront fr'lJftlH. Noto that tho surround l lho oomor I,; c;:lno lcal In doal ft 

Noto, 34, so, 40 Tho Squllfll, and J2, 34 Woel Stra 'l w n) origin IIY II Oil eolf!mllrcl I block. Tho oornor purt of 11il11 blook 
tliLJ~ dewll aAd wa■ rabulli In Iha 111me 11mh1lo<Jturnl 1ty1G but u11lr:1g mora, c.ln&elcil li'\IIY i,eoo delalf_s. 

Wo t Sti'Ht lo Monlru1 SlrHl 
44 Tho Squnro ■ Moda m 
52 Tho Squnro • Modom 
$4 ThQ $qunro ■ Modom 
58, SB Tho Squnro • Socond Em:p[ro 

MantnN1I Streat lo South Slrut 
88, 70, 72, 74, 7G Tho Squnro ■ 11D1Janulo 
eo The Squoro • Madam 

south Stroot to !(lng11ton Strool 
92, ·94 Tho SQYare - I · !Mat Hol I Bkx:~ with a comblnollon al doors, WliUIOW d &tor lronls 011 lho ma r, 

rtoor, 
104, 108 Tho St1u ro - Goorglnn with It llnnolo lnflu nr;ot, 

t(lng11ton $1rNt lo Eut Slraol 
112; 114 Tho Squnr - Georglnn wllh ltolt.1111:1110 lnlluo111:a,s. 
11 El 1 120 'n,o Sq1,1nra - G ao-rglon wllh lt11llllnolo lhl h.i unCDII, 
122, 124 Tho Sqmu - ltnllnoo.la 
120 Tho Squ r - Modom 

16 



AtcllitoatUIIJl Sty/H of 111~ Squnro Md W"II StrHI 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 
OF THE SQUARE AND WEST STREET 

The nsung IS organized: block by block. A commerclal block may consist of ono or more addresses. 
For example~ 

50 West Stroot Is ono commorolul bloc!( 
G-8, 701 72, 14 r1d 76 Ttlo Square ~re all one commerclal black 

E •t 8tr t 10 Hnrnllton S1raa1. 
138 nw Squero - new blool< do~lgnad wllh an llaUanata Inf luanco 
140, i 42 Th Squ ro • llollrui le 
144 Thu Squaro • Holl n l 
140 Thu squatu - It non L with ritruo Hi;tm(f ltoorwlfleiow!I dono 111 a ln1orChlaago istylo 
148 Tho Squaro - Go011 Ian WIU\ dd&d prla te and llnll lo wlndowD 
160 Tho Squoro • ltollunolo 

Homlllon Str•al lo North Sllfft 
1 GS Tho 8quara ■ orlglnal ltallan&l& lld Sooond Emplro Wllh lho m In IIOOf ronovo,od In a Modttm illylo 
162, i$4 'The Sq~ro ■ origin I Saoo11d E.mplro atylo oxtonsfvoly Mnov ted 
188, 168 Tho 8,quaro ■ original Goorglnn 11lylo fis~atlu M l bu n ronovn1od to mlxturo of Gaorglun and 

lwl lnm1to EilylD!I. 
172 To :Squ r - So~Qfld En,piro 

WEST STREET 

North Sida 
■ ltallanola 
• GQorglnn 

32, 34 WQsl $1rool 
36, 3S WHt Strool 
40, 42 W t Slrool 
46; 43 W t SlrHI 

• Qearglnn 
■ Oc,orglpn bonk bkx.k with doons uhtl windows on lh · rooln lloor lnalaad al !llorolront 

pncf \orotront framou. 
50 WH1 SlrtQl • $ooand S'.mplr'o 
54 We l Str el • Madan, • 
56, 58, 60t 82 wost Street - Modem· 
64 Woat Str4-0t • Mod m • 
68 Waiil SiN111l • Mod m • 

south Side 
31 Wm1\ Strool • Guorglttn, 
33 Wo,t Streol • ltallnn1,110 
35 \iVQtt $1rHl • llallDnalD 
37, 33, 4i Wo~t 8tr«1ot • llnllanato 
43 Wes.1 5\rHt • Vomaculrir • 
45 Wo I StrHt - Va11u1oulnr • 
49 We t etr t - Nooi::l~~ICll;ll • 
53 We l BtrHt • NQO~lnmilcml • 
57 W al Btro t - Florru:mQQqUD Rovlval 1 

65 W al Stro I • Sp n~h Rovlval ' 
• ,~10: TJ) ,.a addra■aO!l 1 r11 nol commarolnl blockl. 

t/µdlrla.tarr~•V t!i:,inmilehi,/ Bltldt /3iilJtJuigt Ii, (il«J«k;/1 17 



Sfonllront, and :St«etront Fra1nH 

STOREFRONTS AND STOREFRONT FRAMES 

Those diagrams llluetrate the relatJonshlp betwe,en tho !Jtorerront frAme, the storefront ,;1nd the 
l11QSS of the building. Thia relatlonshlp appl!e, to the GeQrgl3n, ltallenete. Second Empire and 
other sty,lea o1 commerclal blocks. 

SECTION 

ontalJlature of store front frame projects 
forward from the brick wall Into street. 
Tho ontublatunis orlglnal purpose was to 
protoet lhe Un,bor b am (.,!'\own sn .. d d) 
Which orlglnelJy s1,1pportect the brickwork or 
second Ule floor. 

brukor1 llno 1na10-11tcs outor rue • ot tho bfick 
wan proJeotoa down rrom tho upper 11oors. 

exterior face of storefront originally / 
reco&&ed Inward from the exterior surfnco / 
cf 'the brick wall above. 

MAIN FLOOR PL.AN 

eppHed pllaatera or atorefrQnt fram 
project forward from brlck WJII. n there 
were no applied plltu1ters. lhe ends or 10· d· 
bearing masonry firewalls were orten loft 
vis.Ible and we re projected forward from tl'lo 
brick wall to form p:llasters whfch extend 
ui,Wo.rd on to the upper floor walls. 

broken llne lndlctiles 01,1ter rneo of tho !)rick 
wall projected down from the upper floors. 

ext l'iar fA~ of tor front orl9lnally 
reces!S«I rnw rd from tho oxlorlor ..aurfuco 
or Ule brlCI< wan bovo, 

SECTION 

60 d-boortng 
mMOnlY UrGwnll5 . 

MAIN FLOOR PLAN 

Th or1g111a1 oJCtiitootural oMmotor or Uloso commorclcd bloel<s wm bo rospooted provided the 
!1!torel'ront rr~me proJeel!J forward rrom the e){terlor or the brick w~II ~rnd 1he storefront rece&Bes 
Inward from the exterior of lhe brick wall, whelher the style be Georgian, ltallanats, Second 
Empfre or a now r etyle, 
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BtororroolJ rJ St(NJfloot PnJ/rfQt 

STOREFRONTS, AND STOREFRONT FRAMES 

These diagrams show the relat1onshlp between the slorefronl rremo and atorefronl for the 
Georgian, and Uallane,te and Second Empire style.;;, 

GEORGIAN STYLE 

_J 

STORE:fRONT FRAME (shown aha.dad) 
ENTABLATUFIE 

eomle (largo moulding aoron11 lop) 
lrloz:a, (flot aurt eo In mlddtCJ, of Ian cnl!od Iha 1ilgnbor11J} 
ul'chltruvo (amoll mo,ulcllnD MrQ1u1 bottom) 

COLUMN/PILASTER 
coplt,ol (doco r llVo top p f1) 
r.hi;ift (main port of coh..tmn} 
~ll (vl!llbla bottom putt) 

STOREf RONT (Shown not sheded) 
lmncom!I 
doora 
di 91Dy window 
l)Of\618 

STOREFRONT FRAME (shown shaded) 
ENTABLATUAE 

comleo (I ro mouldlno ntiro~il lop) 
rrl :ze (fl l B\H1 ~e In 1111ddla, olton callu<.I IM alsnlmrld} 
tuthltmvo (amall moyldlr,g Dlll'OH bottom) 

COW MN/PILASTER 
coplLDI (fi'loVOd upw rd to lorm bruokol) 
!.haft (mttlfi t,url or column) 
ba50 (vlslblo bottom p rt) 

STOREFRONT (shown not haded) 
tron~mn 
doort11 
dh1p'!ny wlndowa 
ponota 

ITALIANATE AND SECOND EMPIRE STYLES 

Tho original orcnlt otur l cnar otor ol these commercial blocks wlll bo rospeeted provided a 
sop mto stororront rr m sur11ound mo storerront. whether the style bu Goorgtant ltallenato. 
SCoond mpl Of fi -w r IIYI . 

UhdMt~ eootm.,a,., Bkid(j lJ1 CJodtftch 19 



COlllll l'11'1cy of 'itq,a(rr.lnt f nmr111 

CONSISTENCY OF STOREFRONT FRAMES 

As a general rulo, ull torarront rramoa should b or tho same archlt ctur. I ~tylo and detalllng 
cross the front of a oommorclal block, 

In ordor lo achieve, maintain and pr . erve the 
orlglr,ot archltecturel stylo of any given 
cori1mercIaI bloc!<, nll ports or lhe front faQado 
need to be coordinated. The archlloClur I 
detelilng and proportioning ot Lho tor0tron1 
fmmo~ f1 od to be regulur and consistent In 
order to be In t,urmony with lhe origin I 
archlte-ctural stylo or lhe entlre comm relal 
block f a9nd , 

Whon Ol'IO 01 the major components at a 
commorcIaI block le mls:;lnc or M, been 
lnnpproprl{ltely modified, lh original 
architectural character fuJJ5 st,ort In presenting 
on honest, unlrled uftd lntogrt'il front to tho 
street. Many of tho orlgln{ll storefront framu 
within commorelal btook.9 on The Squmu ano 
West Strcut aro either long gone or huv boen 
altered In pproprlately. Becausu ~o many or 
tho torefront frames are ml:;:;lnfi or altered, lhls 
section of tho r port will try to clarify :;0JT1 
approprl t and Inappropriate modlnc Uons to 
t.hO storefront fra,mes of the Guotglnn, lltillenate 
and SocQnd Empire styles. 

It Is recommended that comrnercIaI block 
fa9ade not be changod from one styl'e to 
another unlos:; ro""O tel1 has determined thul 
mlxturo of ~tylOs exi,ted orlglnelly, Elomoflts or 
ltallanuto Md Second Empire styllno h v and 
ctir1 t> successfully comb I nod tog, lher. The 
easence of the Goorolan ·lylo, however, la 
changed too mucti If ll(ilianate and Second 
Emplro dutulll,1g Is added. 

20 VndwalAMltl C8mmflltll U~lra Jn Oodl(k// 
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ComM Gammwc/111 BJt,dc■ 

CORNER COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

Eight streets radiate Jrom the ,octagon shap0, of Tho Squaro, Tho~,o ula11l ~tru t-, oruuto slxtoori 
corners which orlglnally had sbdaen commortl d bloek,,; ot holol~. Th sau r&'s srchltec1~rt11 cont xl 
la greatly atrectud by tho fuct 'lhut lhu Sf des or U1e comer- con r11erc131 blocks are totally v.lslble. The side 
fagades of lhu CO(nur eommore1a1 blocks are as Important as the tront fa~edas In the overall 
arctilluctur I oh rooter of The Square. 

A SKETCH SHOWING 158 THB SQUARE 

This conlotnp-or ry -,lyl 01 onttiblt1lure extends contlnuously and In pproprlatoly along the rront 
ftWUdu Oi1d r,11 'lllO wa,y aown lhe side raoada of this comer commurOlOI block. 

The main floor fagada of this building Is ovor slrnpHfloel. ll!J modern style has loft cul i\Utny or lhe 
oomponenlEi and perts raqul(cd ror m stor rront frt'mes and storefronts lo bo· sympathetic to the 
ltallanat0 style. Howuvur, II I'" not losl nere es the second floor fai;;ado h s It,, ornfl.le Uellanate style 
well prm:iOrvEld, 

24 tJnrWtumdnQ (]l:Nnm.~tll ~ In Q~ 



Oarn~ l!o,nffrllltinl l)l(xll• 

COANER COMMERCIAL BLOCKS 

Orlglnany, a storerror,t fr{lme wtflfm~d around the eornor vvl'-'1 two Iron columns flank.Ing the corner door. 
This gave 1118 front ra9ade and aide faQ&dB an lmpres~ve centerline which gracefully turned tha corner. 
Storotronl frilmos oxtandod along Tho Squaro and only wmppod u shcirt dl..,ti,nco "ro1,.1ri.fl lha eorr,or, 
From t'lere tho i"iO>il bay had doors Eind wlr,dows, lnclle Ung a ~. lalrw~y up to the second Uoor, lnslead 
ol a storefront ano enteblature. More storefronls. and storefront frames often occurred further down the 
slde toward lhe rear of the corner commercial block. 

A 9t<ETCH SHOWlNG 90 AND 08 THE SQUARE 

Th~ sketch lndleates how end where u1e 011glnal storefront fmmas woro plae don the front and aide 
rai;:adea of corner commarclal blocks. Note 1hat the skolctl adds two storefront frames near the roar 
of the blocK and ttlat one of the two wr ndows, In tho boy whrch does not have the entablaturo, w" :i 
orlglnally a 'door, 

tl/ldtlililndn{I Comnwizlal BJookl In &JdiNIGII 

Tho corner comm rclal blocks at: 
18 Thu Square 

88, 70J 72, 74, 76 TM sqvare 
112! 114 The square 

and 
63 Mttmliton Street 

In Goderich 
are orlglne:I examples or 

tlow comrnerc1a1 blocks arcihllocturaUy 11lum corners~. 
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A r:,w Word, Abour B{(Nafrvnt, 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT STOREFRONTS 

Storefronts 
Located a re,w block norUl or Ttlu Squuro Is 
ono of the best facllllles In Onlarlo to resear<;tl 
lh · VJelurlun orchlluctural styles or commerc·lal 
blacl<S. Georglnri, ll 11Muto und S,econd 
Empire Elre three or the vretotinn ronnootura1 
styles. The Mumn county M!Jsoum 11as n 
extensive archival collection or l)hotograi,n 
from this area which can establish accuracy or 
doto.11 for historic restoratJon and provide ldeaa 
ror hl3torlcully sympathl:lllc renovations end 
moomcauon'-. As woll us archlvul lnformnlfon, 
the museum has recreated n Vlotorlnn Main 
Streat Inside the museum usrng ac1u~J bull(;11ngs 
and building fragments, saved tram demouuon, 
from Mnln Slrcots throughout Huron County .. 
The accuracy to orlglnnl dutall at the Huron 
county Mu eum Is ecmm ndo.blo arid should 
be ueed as a resource ror nriyo1,o who is 
Interested In historic erc111teotura1 , tyres and 
dateJllng, 

H1Stooo.ulty1 storefronts were tall, large screen, 
of glo.S-s which wore recessed Inward tram the 
brick mass or 'tho eomrnurclo1 block, Extending 
from pllaster to plra.ster and sldo walk up to tho, 
underside ot the large timber or lr,on be~m 
Which ttold up thu upper floors encl their front 
well,. storQfronw Gt vo lnvll n11 vlows Inward to 
the wares or n, ..,tor nnd beyond Into Ila 
Interior. The stor front wa ... ond should boo 
grant window betwoon tno world outside the 
store and the world rns1ao tho storo, 
Storefronts were complelod with ornato pon Is 
of wood below ralsed dtsplay pl lfor;n..,, L t(l 
gluss windows were toppei;i wm1 lJller glt'SS 
lr nsoms alJove the windows. Tall double 
IQOrS ofhm sat propped open welcoming 

customor:5 Imo tho store, The doors Into the 
sto.re ale;o tlad gn.,s tru.nSOrnli abovo them. 
Iron columns were 01ten plnocd ln.,ldo or 
oulsldo of the storefront to .help hold up IMe 
;tJoam above the alorefront The detells end 
or ft ~hl.D of these wood and g'less screens 
were ll.S vnrl · d !i Iha akllls of Iha wood workers 
who mt\fJe tn m and the shop keepers who 
ordere(I lliem, 

28 

Many variations or atoreJronls can bu ~rooted 
to bG historically sympathettc w1111 the orlglrml 
architectural stylos of thuso commercial bloc~. 
There 1, room for IncIv1auollty, Ench storefront 
wllhln e, commerclal block oan vary rrom one 
another. Coord1lnateo colour sctiomc'"' enn bo 
established to empha,st2:e the diflerrml 
tiu~'lnessus wlthln a commerclal block. 
lrldlviduul ~l911ugo on oach storefront. coupled 
with how bu.slf'I.O':;,.::, names and graph cally 
expresses Itself, go Iona wo.y to convoy tho 
Identity or each bu111ness within lhe rigours of 
an architectural style. 

Al mls limo In mu nro of The Squera and We,sl 
Street. mo t 01 mu IMMduul ~tor, rronts do not 
cietract rrom mo or101r1a1 charachir or the 
surviving commerc-1~1 bloo~ wtiion WOfu bulll 
beta.re 1950. 

~· ~ Dl,xkl In arxilrl"' 



A Riw Wotd.t Aboot 8iQII~ IJ1liJ Ugll~ 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT SIGNAGE AND LIGHTING 

Signage 
Sign, are ~ v rl -a u,o puoplo who u~o 
uiem. Tl1 history or sian g ,~ " sopuruto 
study all by ltaeu. The Huron County Museum 
and Heritage Oodertch LACAC are excellent 
rosour~o" for flnctln9 out ilboul tho typo tmd 
plaeem nt 01 s.1gns hlstor1c 11y, contcffil)Onuy 
rn rkOlll'C trclld , l •cl1MfOgy nM l)Of~Onul 
perceptions 811 corribiflQ to rom, omo 
lnteresUng Jt00spo!;1lt1Qns which {!re ~II too oft n 
superimposed overtop c1 lhe 'facades of 
cammerclal blocks. This occurrence la not 
always a bad thing depending upon I.he look the 
:storekeepers hoped to achieve and lhe design 
~l<llli.. of LM ien makers. How-ever. some of 
tnc o Jukt po itlon~ o.ro not sympathetic to the 
or1g1na1 archllecU.irt1I styl of mu commorol I 
blocks .. 

Tho lrleze or the entablature of the storefront 
(l'i.\fnO is often mforred to as the ·slgnbandf• but 
this Is not thu only J)laco where algna occurred 
hlstorlooJly. Oopgndlng on local a1gn bylaws, 
lgns tnl.! l do nol dotract from the archltectura.l 

ef\i!JO.Ot r or tho Ctm1marclal lock can be pieced: 
,. net onto u1e Drfel< w lltt or mo uppur rtoorti of 

commerclal blocks. 
- In the frteze or algnband of 1he enUiblature. 
.. as part of the shafts or th.a columns In Iha 

storohmt fmmo. 
- on.to e lowor rocos.sotl rrl zo or . IQnbnnd 

below the enteblaturo arid abovo tt10 
transom windows (this can also be used to 
t'I.Gcomrnodate a dropped Interior celllng.) 

• flttod llk.o a piece of glass Into a transom 
o.bovo · display window or above a door. 

• as 1etter1r1g <flmeuy on(o nny glass within the 
E:1torerr0nl but b rng earolul not to obscuro or 
overpower views Into U-10 storo lnlorlor. 

- so that each lndlvidl.lal stororront h s Its owr, 
illgn even If adjacent atorelronts are tho 
same business Inside. (le. a retall buslnB!J9· 
which occupies more than one bay should 
havo sign ror uach storofront not ono big 
sign SlJP rlm__pos. d QOross many stotofront:; 
or on 1gn M ly on the stororrom of tho 
rn In ontr-nnco.) 

UiKlffllllldll11 CommMiltlll Sloi1kJ lit tJttd,,ffdj 

Slgnngo whlct'i; 
• ob11curos, covors up, or Is superlmpo:;od 

ov r top nf ny or i.!11 purl~ of lhe starerronl 
frame. 

- makes two or three storefronts OM 
storefront frames appear Ilks one wide et ore. 

• I.., too big and out. of ptoportlon with the 
proportions or lM Ki¢ do 

• hH not 'IOYml . DI eo- comp llblu wilh the 
arot11tecl1Jr31 char~eter, 

- has a slgnbsnd thBt ex1ends down to the top 
at the doors 

- gJves an overaH horlzo,ntel effect to the front 
faf;ade 

5hould be avoided, 

In short, ,bigger 1.s not always beUer and a 
emailer well placed sign can work better with 
the orlg,lnai archltectural detalllng. toward 
portraying an Image of quallty to lhe general 
public. 

Lighting 
Durlno Victorian tlmeef one or two bare llght 
bulbs on a building's exterior was considered 
progros:,ivo. Nowuduy~, wo flood unUrn 
b,Ulldlng fO,Qt\<J05 With Ugl\t or OUUino vatrou 
r aluros wtt11 decor, uvo ugt,tlng. Wh thor 
triero Muld M next to no 11g1u or a uood or 
light on bulh;Jlngs In a Hertte.ge rnstrlQt 1-S nol 
easy to Uetermlne. The c1;menl st1ee1 Hghts 
wtlich were lnetalled around The Square during 
1897 provide almost tull lllumlnauon across the 
front fa~ades of the buildings as well as more 
lhan adequate street lighting, This being said 
remember Lhat lhe main priority of a Heritage 
District should be stewBrdshlp of lhu orlglnal 
styles of the remaining commorolal blooks QM 
lhat tho dl:;ltlel Its rr ' hOUld bo hlS'lorlcauy 
upproprlalu and sympa,lheUc toward the 
architecture built on l he Square end West 
Street before 1950. Thereforo, tho focus 
should be on getting U-1 rohltooturo In good 
shapo boforo tho llghUng or bl.Jlldlng exterior 
und th llgl'IHng of algnage la considered. 
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RESTORATION, REINTERPRETATION AND PARODY 

Whan contemplating (' bulldlng PiOjCCl Within 
the Heritage Olslrlct, all aspects ot a bullal~~·s 
lar;.ilde must b0 taken Into aooount. u any glvoi, 
port I::; .,Jnolcd out nnd umphaslzed then the 
orlglnal archllectur I eonl xt of the bulldlng Is 
Jeopardized, 

Within a He-rltage District the orlgln"I 
ercl'lltectural stylo of H10 bulldlngs and tile 
archllecturaJ context of 'lho l!Fi should bo 
respected. In the case or The SQuruo nnd Wost 
Streel ln Goderich, lhe origlflal style was 
{lao.rglan. AB almost an or lM ofiglnol Goorgiun 
buildings are now gone. tho llalllltlntu and 
Second Empire commerclt1I block t.lulldlng~, 
bullt bofore i 950; give The Square enel wosl 
Stroot lholr erchltaclural character. 

11,e purpose of " l-lorltugu District Is to preserve 
the ortglnal built cor,,loxl nncl tho orlglne:I 
atchllectural styles or Iha aree. Ttils purr,oso is 
par llollod with good atew~rdshlp. If o 
commuf)lty t kO"" unough pride In en area to 
have It designated t!S Merit go Clstrlct then 
the extra eflorts ot rostorauon or 
rolnt0rpretetlon when considering a bunarno 
pro]ocl can be JuaUfled. 

The proo ii, ""of rfllOratlon, relnterpretaHon 
and ~_rocty pl y muJor role when the orlglne~I 
style or a bUlldrnQ ls bolng altered, 
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Reetoratlon IS the prOtiuSS Of fuh.mllng e 
bulldlng EijJ nearly M DOSSlblO lo lt!i Original form 
and Its m1glnaJ condition. 

Examples: 
1-tyrOil Hl~lorl(;. Goul, 1842 
<:iovemor·s Houso. 1901 
Goder!ch Central SChOOI, 1862 
All three are pert of the Huron County Museum 
In Godorloh. Those buildings have been fully 
restored ant:1 ero being prosorvcd cm oporuUng 
museums. 

Ven Egmand House, early 1 SJO's 
Located In EgmondVllle, at the aouth1 eno ot 
SolHorth. Ono of the first brick buftdlngs In 
M1,1ron county, tho t10mo g 'f Culor1ol Van 
Egmoncl hes been restored to 115 original 
condition, bo\h Ula exterior and Interior. 

edw :rd'., cash Storo, orly 1850,'s 
Locs,ted on Mein Street B~yno1c:t, How culled 
Admiral BayUeld. Tl'le exterior and Interior t,ave 
been fully restored, 

II a r - -tor lion ls edequately researched end 
skllfu11y eiu.-outed, 1he original archlteclural style 
of u bulldln.g wlll be preserved. Eight 
GuldeHno9 are provided on page 30 tar 
consideration during a restoretlon project. 

Uoo.,~~ CDlnm.ro.lill B/oca Ill Bodt1ltch 
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RESTORATION, REINTERPRETATION AND PARODY 

Rotntorprotellon Is lhe process at styllsUcally 
reworking a bulldlng or creating a new design In 
terms ot a11 lhe original parts. 

Exumplgs; 
Tho Mon's Room 8tOrufront 
Loontod, t lho comor of MOl'lltocu Stroot ond 
TIie Square ln Goaorlell. Tho slorefronl h~s 
been recently reinterpreted to be similar to the 
orlglnal storefront. Over time !here have been 
a or 4 different storefronts on this corner. 

Dir.nuts FurnHuro stororront 
Loeatod on tho M~ln Street In Exoler. A 
storefront trams has been recreated, buUt out of 
wontherod, fw,ted steal Instead of trudlUonal 
building m torltUS, 

The Livery Theitre 
Loceted on South Street, Goderich. The 
orlglnal stone :livery building was restored, 
rnlnt0rpreted and converted for use Bl!i a 
ln tr • il'lu Godorlch Lillie Thoutro now 
mainl~lns Iii , xl rtor or tho Llvory wllnlli l"o 
guidelines or Heritage GOO rlCI'\ LACAC. 

If restarallon ls not possible, reinterpretation 
wlll p.roduce r~vourable re$ults towards 
prosurvlng the onglnel architectural context cf 
a bYUdlr1g Wllftln a glvun urCii. 

P11rody la the, Imitation or an architectural style 
or styles. Although the result can be 
favourable, It often changes the orlglnal lntant 
of Iha archltuolural stylo. 

E1<umplos; 
Wln{Jtmm Feoamm 
LOCjled on Joaephlne Street, Wingham, A 
Umber rramed, wood aided mlll common to all 
South Western Ontario towns ho.s boon 
transrormed Into a moro substantial 
·chatoauosquo" 5tylo Wf'lloh appo r oul or 
plaoo wltnln tho eont i{l or the !local main 
atreet. 

Gledhlll Hou~o 
Loe tod In Bontlllll r. As part or tne wen know 
Bonmmer Inn. Ii rural Ont~rlo farmhouse was 
exp"nded In such a way lhal. the orlglnel slyl.e 
ol the farmhouse has been completely 
changed. 

166 un(l H,8 Thi SQu re Ir, God fleh 
Altl'lough U115 commercial block tll!J very wen 
Into the hfstorlc context of The Square, the 
original rront wall was not restor&d but 
completely removed wllh a new f~ade and built 
with a comblnatlon of Goorglan and ltullunuto 
dotruls. Thi! 1riapp.ropf1ete1y changed the 
ortglnal Georgian style Into a hybrid of Georgian 
and ltallanate; a blendlng ot architectural styles 
that never occurred p(evlously In Goderich. 

Parody can rusult In o loss or ruohlloelural 
lntugrity. Wllhln a heritage district, lho process 
of parody Is 00t reccmmended. 
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EIGHT GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN THE 
CO·NSERVATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

Thu f0Howln9 guiding prlnclples era statements pr part!d by th Ontario Mlr1I try or Cvl~vr , 
Tourism and Reor-eatJon regarding tho c:onsarvatkm of hlatorJe properties and aro basod on 
lnlemetlonat charters wh1ch have beon uatabllshed over the century. These pr1nclptea provld 
the baa,a for an decisions concerning good pracuce iln &1rehHe1;tura1 conaer--vauon ,round th • 
world. Prlnclples ex:pleln the "why" ol every conservation activity and apply to all harlUtg 
properties and their surroundings. 

1. 

2. 

a. 
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RESPECT :FOFI DOCUMENTARY 
EVID.E'NCB: 
Do not base mstoratf on an 
conjecture, conserva,llon work 9hould 
be based on historic c,ocumentaUon 
such as historic photographs, drawings 
and physfcal evidence, 

R~SPl!CT FOR TH ORIGINAL 
LOCATION; 
Do not mov bUIIClli"igt uni tn t 
is no oth r m an to v tft m. Sil 
is on rnt gral componont of u bull~ing. 
Change 1n sne cnmIn1shos Mtltago 
value cone1e1erallly, 

RESPECT FOR HISTORIC 
MATERIALS: 
Aepalr/conserve "' rather lhan replace 
bulldlng materials and finishes, 
except where ebsalutoly neeo.ss,1ry. 
Mlnlmal lnteNenllon ma.Int Ins th 
historic content of the resource. 

RESPECT FOR ORIGINAL FABRIC; 
Aopalr wun Hk If! rh'il • Roi:; Ir to 
return tho rosour"Ou lo Ira prior condlllan, 
without t\lterrng 11~ lntugrlty. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

!RESPECT FOR THE BUILDING'S 
HISTORY 
Do not IIO tor to ono period et lh. 

,cp 1'1$ Of ,nothor ~rlod. □o not 
oestroy Iater aoctiuori to a ounuIng 
solely to restore to a Single lime parted. 

AEVEASIBILrrY: 
Alteratlona ahauld be abto, to bo 
returned to original condition&. This 
c.ona rv rllor building d lgn nd 
technlquo. e.g. When a now door 
openlng1 ls put Into a stone wall1 the 
origlnal stones era rubbled, removed 
and ~torod, allowlng for futura 
ro~torutlon. 

LBGIBILITY: 
New work should be dlstlngulshable 
rrom old. Bulldlngs ehould be 
recor1n1~et1 Je product~ of their own 
Hme. and new additions ehoulcl not blur 
the dlsllncUon belween old and new. 

IVIAINTSNANCB: 
With connnuou e ro, rutur 
r torauon w111 "ot DO n c ary. 
WJU1 rugul r upkcup, mujor 
eonsof\lallon proJo,t and lMlr l'tlg,n 
costs canoe avoided. 



G/oH Oft' 

a:rt.hlltal/0 Thu lowost part or architrave part 
or lhO slororront onlublnturo used usu :;rm.di 
d:ecoratlve finish. 

biJ&o Lowest end widest vlalble part of e 
column. 

t:itW A rogu!, rly rQpOMOCI Spfitlul division on a 
wull dofJnOd by ptlf\ClpoJ vorUeul supports, eg. 
pnostor to pll st r, 

bracket A decorative member which projects 
rrom a wall where a pilaster and an entablature 
meeL 

eopltal Occorallvo, top part of e column. 

column A vert10.e1 ,tr;uotural momoor on f\ 
BUbdfVlded Into a case, Shaft 11nt1 Cftl)ltal. 

cornice A d'ecarallve horlzont1;11 prcjecllon 
rormlng lhe lop ot en entablature: or a 
decorative horlzonlal projection terming exterl.or 
lrtm of a bulldlng where the wall meets lhe roof 
or botwoon uoor~. 

d.a.tum llne MY line Which serves ~!3 a 
r~terence or base for me&~ur:ements tor other 
qUSJ1Utles. 

cUtpl y window A window ln u storuf!'OtU 
u..,od to ··nowcmm fulfill products. 

dOi,jblO I'll.Ing A WlndOW Wh!Cl'l h s two vertical 
SllcHng astto ' Sash s Ir, dOUblO "ung 
Yvfndows are h1St0r1caHy divided tnto ellher 6, 9 
or 12 panes ol glass hence the termlnology 6 
over a. 0 over 9 end 12 aver 12. 

ntebH\lur A horizontal board ovor u buam 
:;upportod by columns or pllaster. An 
ontublo.turo consists or a comlco1 frlozu und 
arohllrave. The ontabl· tu,o Is oommon1y 
raferr,ed to as a sr.gnboard bul rs not always 
u.sijd for sign:;, 

Um»titltrrdiifl 0:lmmi/NI Blacli Iii GotJMkh 

GLOSSARY 

flrawall An Interior or exterior wall which tl :i 

sutflclenUy high tire r&slstanco and structurol 
stoblllty to rustrrct mo ~prcoa elf tire to ndJolnlng 
areas or bullolngs. 

Uet arch An arch which Is completely 
horizontal. 

g bl The ti'I nau1 r wan wi,1011 enetosos mo 
ofld of ~ stoplna roof rrorn Lh uov s to tl'IO rldoo 
011110 roor. 

load-bearing Capable of supporting another 
weight, or load. In the case of load-bearing 
walls, all parts of the wall are supporting weight. 

m sing Tho ovota!I v,I l!t\l oulllno rorm and 
voium of bu11Wng. 

opening A apace In a wail usually for a 
doorway or a window. 

panel A vertical decorative llghtwelght material 
which supports the glass dlsplay window-.; rn a 
:;tororronti usually &urroundod by n nioiJl(llng 
• fOund II four ,JlldQS. 

pllastera A half or partial column Which may be 
structural or constructed as a projection of the 
wall lt~ml~ pilasters 11ro :iomotlmu~ fountl with u 
cupll I or t,r okot • nnrt .m,o Mso. 

pitct, The 1;11op~ or a root expre~ed as a ratio 
or veruc,1: rise to horizontal run. 

poet a beam A typtl of construcllcn using 
columns (posts) and beams (llntel-s) to carry a 
structural lead ovsr an oponlr'1g. 

-ugm ntnl rcn Ail are11 whOse eurv,e is less 
thM Mlf mo olroumforonco or a 01r010. 

semi-circular arch An arch which Is a 
semlckcle. 

shaft Th mldtllo nd longost part or a column 
found between u,a bn;,ju and tho o pit 1, 

transom A window round abovo a wlnelow or 
above a doorway, 
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