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Autumn Pleasure! 
Colleen McGregor, Chair, Communities in Bloom, 
Town of Goderich, Committee of Council 

The long, hot, summer days are coming to an end. There is a 
certain crispness to the evening air. A gardener’s thoughts turn to 
dividing and transplanting certain types of perennials, planting 
daffodil and tulip bulbs for next spring’s colour, and perhaps, 
purchasing a new shrub or tree while they are on an end-of-
season sale! 

This year, the Town of Goderich will be planting boulevard trees 
in the fall. This was traditionally a spring event but was delayed 
because of Covid-19 restrictions. Autumn planting though, is 
actually a perfect time for new trees to become established, as 
there is more likely to be the proper amount of rainfall for the 
tender root tips to grow. We are fortunate to have this program 
for tree management in our municipality. 

The national program of Communities in Bloom, encourages its 
member towns and cities, to improve their communities in six 
categories. Although we most often think about beautifying our 
town with floral displays, another CIB category that is just as 
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Did you know… 

• the Goderich Courthouse 
Park contains 45 different 
species of trees and shrubs- 
an arboretum in the making! 

• There are three Dawn 
Redwoods  (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides) in the Park, 
a species that was thought to 
be extinct until a small grove 
was found in China in 1944 

• The City of Madeira in 
Portugal inserts computer 
chips into newly planted 
urban trees to assist with 
monitoring the health of the 
trees 

• The City of Calgary has water 
flow sensors on their watering 
trucks  that allow them to 
determine when urban trees 
need watering
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important is Urban Forestry. The effects of climate change and 
environmental stress on our landscape can be diminished by the 
planting of a diversity of trees. Increasing the tree canopy in our 
town is good value. Evergreen trees provide a windbreak which 
saves on heating costs while deciduous trees offer shade and 
reduce cooling costs. All trees clean the air by removing 
pollutants and greenhouse gasses and help control storm water 
run-off. A tree lined street can increase the value of your home by 
as much as 25%! 

Be sure to take time this autumn to get outside and enjoy the 
Urban Forestry in Goderich. How many different kinds of trees 
can you name in the Court House Park? What types of trees were 
planted in Lions Harbour Park after the 2011 Tornado? When was 
the last time you went for a walk in the Maitland Woods and read 
the signs that identify different types of trees that are found 
growing beside the boardwalks? We are very fortunate to have a 
new bridge built by our Maitland Trail Association volunteers that 
allows access at the Huckins Street entrance of the woods. At the 
back of the Maitland Cemetery is another grove of trees to 
explore. 

Do yourself a favour. Raise your sense of wellbeing and lower 
your blood pressure by taking a walk amongst the urban trees this 
autumn in Goderich.  

From the Parks Department
Kyle Williams, Operations Manager

The summer of 2020 has been a season full of unimaginable 
challenges. Despite the unfortunate circumstances of COVID-19, 
Parks and Public Works staff and the Communities in Bloom 
(CIB) volunteers have turned a difficult situation into something 
amazing for everyone to share. I cannot even begin to express my 
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Workplan 

What have we done since the 
spring? 

Taken photos of each garden and 
their volunteers 

Updated our contact and 
volunteer list 

Attended webinars through 
Communities in Bloom National 
to further our education 

Circulated a newsletter in May 

What are our plans for the 
immediate future? 

Continue to work on the 
Goderich Community Profile. 

Continue to develop an 
interactive map of community 
gardens. 

Begin planning for 2021 planting 

Interested in learning more? 

Communities in Bloom National 
is hosting a virtual Symposium 
from from September 23-
October 9.  Because Goderich is 
a registered community, 
community members can register 
for workshops for free.  See the 
list of workshops at 
www.communitiesinbloom.ca 

http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca
http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca
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gratitude towards everyone involved in making our community 
look so beautiful.  

As Provincial restrictions eased, we were able to help our local 
businesses expand their patios with our concrete planters. The 
bright, vibrant colours were a huge hit with our business owners 
and tourists from all over our nation. We are fortunate enough to 
continue with our tree planting program in October as well. 
Traditionally, this practise takes place in the spring. 

Art’s Landscaping is doing an amazing job with the boardwalk 
reconstruction project at the waterfront. They are currently 
working from Main Beach to the Water Works park with a 
section of the Cove already completed. Parks and Public Works 
staff are upgrading the landscaping and shoreline protection daily. 
All benches are being put back into their original location, thanks 
to staff logging their Global Positioning System (GPS) 
coordinates prior to removal.  A section of sod has been laid 
beside the St. Christopher’s pavilion, that is absolutely 
breathtaking.

Staff are always working closely with CIB executives to select 
next season’s theme and floral content. 

Times like these makes you really appreciate the community you 
live in! Each member of the staff and CIB volunteers should be 
extremely proud of themselves and their peers. Again, thank you 
for everything you do. Goderich is a great place to call home!

Volunteer Profile: Bill and Cheryl Collins
Our first encounter of Baby Cemetery was 13 years ago, this 
month when our granddaughter, Mya, was buried there. 
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Plant Profile: Milkweed 

Common milkweed,  Asclepias 
syriaca, is found in a number of 
town gardens. The fragrant flowers 
of this native plant produce copious 
amounts of nectar, making it an 
insect magnet. The plant is wind 
pollinated, with the seeds being 
able to survive in the soil for up to 3 
years. It can also spread vegetatively 
through its extensive root system. 

The plant produces a milky 
substance in its stems and leaves 
called cardenolide, which is toxic to 
herbivores.  Not only is the nectar a 
source of food for many insects, the 
plant is also host to monarch 
butterfly larvae.  The adult monarch 
lays its eggs on the underside of the 
milkweed leaf. Once the eggs hatch, 
the larvae begin consuming the leaf 
before pupating on the underside in 
a shiny green chrysalis.  The larvae 
are not immune to the toxin- 
research has shown that about 30% 
of the caterpillars succumb to the 
toxin when their mouthparts are 
gummed shut by the latex-like 
substance. 

During WW II, the plant received a 
great deal of attention when it was 
discovered that the silky tufts that 
transport the seeds (called floss) has 
buoyant properties. When the 
original stuffing for life jackets was 
no longer available due to the war, 
the milkweed floss was used as a 
substitute.  26 oz of the floss stuffed 
into a life jacket could keep a 150 lb 
man afloat for 48 hours!  The 
milkweed floss has since been 
replaced by a synthetic substitute. 
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The garden, located by the mausoleum, was dark, over grown with trees and weeds. There were many 
complaints that day to town hall of the condition of this area. So the town workers did lots of trimming. 

We asked for soil for both sides of the stairs. We created gardens, put lots of perennials in. Town provided 
some and so did we. We planted Rose of Sharon's around the perimeter, with daffodils in between, they 
are beautiful in the spring.

Bill keeps the weeds outside of perimeter trimmed short. There are always annuals planted for colour and 
we do our best to keep it weeded and watered if needed and the town workers do the watering. 

In the past few years there have been many new head stones put in place of older ones and it gives us 
pleasure that the look of this area has prompted others to improve their site.

It has been our pleasure to make this area beautiful. 

Mark your calendars!
The Goderich Horticultural Society is hosting a plant sale on Saturday September 26 from 9-11 behind 
the Mackay Centre. Plant drop off begins at 8 am. 

Contact Us
Colleen McGregor, collmcgreg@gmail.com Shelley Peet, shelleypeet@bwmail.ca

Paula Harris, indigopinesyoga@gmail.com Peggy Allin, peggyjallin@gmail.com

Sabine Behnk, sabine.behnk@icloud.com

More volunteer photos!
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