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Introduction

• The Town of Goderich is an urban municipality located

on the shores of Lake Huron

• a population of approximately 8,000

• The Goderich waterfront is a significant asset to the

Town of Goderich

economic development

tourism

valuable open space/recreational

cultural amenity

• Much attention has been paid to the planning and

design of the waterfront area over the years



Introduction
Study Objectives
The Waterfront Master Plan will:

• Incorporate community members’ views on how the Waterfront should be developed and used by the
community and tourists;

• How the recreational lands are best used in conjunction with the Harbour industrial users(primarily
Goderich Elevators).

• Look specifically at the future of the lands in the Near Harbour Area including the South Harbour Quay,
the Marine Museum, the Mineral Springs, and the vacant lands south of West Street and east of Beach
St.

• Determine how to best include the existing features along the Waterfront with any future proposed
enhancements.

• Develop specific implementation strategies that will support and encourage public and private
investment.



Study Process & Consultation



Study Process & Consultation

Opportunities & Challenges
One-on-one meetings and focus group sessions:

• Discuss specific topics of interest (cultural
heritage, recreation and the natural environment)

Evening community workshop:

• Introduction to the project

• Presentation of team’s first impressions and initial
understandings

• Community members discuss and identify
opportunities and challenges with respect to five
(frameworks) topics:

Circulation / Access / Parking

Activity Zones & Amenities

Ecology / Landscape

Cultural Heritage / Views & Vistas

Wayfinding / Placemaking

Emerging Master Plan Options
Synthesize input received during Day 1

One-on-one meetings and develop options for
emerging Master Plan

• Several different options were needed to
address and respond to the diversity of the
comments

Options were presented to the public in the
evening

• Options were discussed within small groups,
generating further input from the community for
the emerging Master Plan



Study Process & Consultation

Some of What We Heard

Circulation, Access & Parking

• More walking and cycling access to the beach

• Wider and barrier free (accessible) boardwalk with
shade

• Improve road pattern

Activity Zones & Amenities

• Seasonal kiosks

• Boat, water sport, and bike rentals

• Enhanced picnic area

• Public space for concerts and fireworks

Ecology & Landscape

• Attract birds, bees, and butterflies

• Flower beds rather than temporary planters

• Use pier as activity area

Cultural Heritage / Views & Vistas

• Trim trees to maintain views to the water

• Investigate feasibility of Marine Museum

Wayfinding & Placemaking

• Improve signage

• Better wayfinding for the entire waterfront



Guiding Frameworks

Vision & Principles

Goderich Waterfront will be a beautiful and natural waterfront park that weaves
passive, active and social activities within an ecologically, culturally and historically

sensitive (rich) setting that is accessible to all.

Principles

• Promote the Waterfront as a destination and
community gathering place

• Underscore the heritage of the Waterfront

• Balance the needs of cars, pedestrians and
cyclists

• Link the Waterfront to the Downtown Core

• Integrate the different parts (beaches) to create a
whole Waterfront experience

• Connect people with nature ‘promote ecology, the
environment and sustainable best practices in
design’



Accessing the Waterfront

The Shoreline of Lake Huron will be publicly accessible

Principles

• Accommodate cars, cyclist and pedestrians in a safe and accessible
manner.

• Close the gaps; connect the Goderich Waterfront Boardwalk to the
Menesetung Bridge/Tiger Dunlop Trail.

• Minimize large areas of surface parking.

Recommendations

• Harbour Street, Harbour Quay and Cove Road.

• Provide an accessible ‘Boardwalk’

• Improve connections from the top to the bottom of the bluff.

• Improve circulation flow through the area.

• Minimize potential for conflict between industry and public park
users.

• Maximize public access along the water.

• Ensure parking is accessible and evenly distributed throughout the
site.



Accessing the Waterfront
Design Initiatives

• Inspired by the old ‘Round House’ and the Downtown (Circle) Square,
reconfigure Harbour Street, Harbour Quay and Cove Road as a circular road.

• Parking.

• Create a paved ‘Boardwalk’ as part of the County trails network system.

• Reinstate former trails and provide new trails.

• Make the South Pier an inviting place.

• Maintain public access along the south pier and design it as a continuation of
the waterfront space.



Wayfinding & Interpretation

Getting to the waterfront will be easy and enjoyable. Once there,
the story of the harbour area will unfold as part of the landscape
experience.

Principles

• Routes to the waterfront should be clearly identified throughout the
community;

• Orientation within the physical space of, and navigating from place to
place within the waterfront shall be easy, seamless and intuitive;

• All the elements within the public realm will be combined to enhance
wayfinding; in addition to signage, this will include other visual cues and
design elements;

• The waterfront will become a didactic landscape;

• Increase the awareness and appreciation of the waterfront landscape.

Recommendations

• Establish ‘Gateways’ to the Waterfront; clearly identifying the waterfront
and how to get there;

• Connect the Waterfront to the Downtown Core (Courthouse Square
Park), other parks and focal points;



Wayfinding & Interpretation
Design initiatives

• Establish ‘Gateways’ to the Waterfront;

• Connect the Waterfront to the Downtown Core
(Courthouse Square Park), other parks and focal
points



Park Space & Amenities

The waterfront will continue to be an engaging public place, an
extension of the community’s backyard and important tourist
destination along Ontario’s west coast.

Principles

• Provide a range of flexible and diverse spaces for residents and visitors;

• Plan and design distinct yet unified spaces;

• Plan and design for a variety of activities, different age groups and levels
of ability.

Recommendation

• Create three focal areas, one at each of the beaches.



Park Space & Amenities
Design initiatives

• Main Beach / Round House Park

• South Pier

• St. Christopher’s Beach

• Rotary Cove and the Spit

• Waterfront Path

• Create Interpretive Kiosks/Rest Stations along
the Waterfront Trail

• Other Amenities to consider



Cultural Heritage

The Cultural Heritage of the Harbour will be interwoven into the
elements of the Master Plan and enrich the waterfront
experience.

Principles

• Enhance and incorporate the cultural Heritage of the Harbour

• Recognize and celebrate Industry’s important role at the Harbour

• Preserve and enhance views and vistas (to the Lake), from key vantage
points (i.e. pubic parks at the top of the slope and at the top of Harbour
Street)

Recommendations

• Provide a comprehensive interpretive signage strategy for the
Waterfront

• A Waterfront Interpretive Centre may be considered in the future,
subject to land arrangements. The potential structure shall not be
located in proximity to industry, nor within the main view shed from
Harbour Street.

• Implement a views and vistas plan



Cultural Heritage
Design initiatives

• Provide a comprehensive Interpretive Signage Strategy that tells the cultural and ecological
story of the Harbour, including for example, heritage resources, historic features, the
planted slope and the spit.

• Maintain the Fish Shanty in its existing location.

• Maintain the Mineral Spring in its existing location.



Natural Heritage & Ecology

The Goderich Waterfront will be a didactic landscape and
opportunity for outdoor learning.

Principles

• Design based on Ecological Management best practices

• Right Plant in the Right Place

• Build on Past Work

Recommendation

• Implement Ecological Management Zones

• Stabilize the Slope

• Create habitat and food sources

• Attract birds, bees and butterflies

• Support the Mississauga Flyway Migration Zone

• Involve property owners as stewards of the slope



Natural Heritage & Ecology
Design initiatives

• Establish planting strategies for:

Crest of Slope – Root Favoured Biomass

Active Slope – Root Favoured Biomass with minimal soil

disturbance

Toe of Slope – Root favoured Biomass

Dune – Native dune grasses and shrubs

• Establish a native plant list that provides food sources and
habitat for migrating and nesting birds and pollinators as well
as other wildlife.

• Improve ecological value of the cultural landscape by
introducing more native plant species and reducing intensive
maintenance zones such as turf grass lawns.

• Create new aquatic habitat near groins and jetties through the
introduction of artificial structures in the water.



Crest of Slope - Root Favoured Biomass

Active Slope - Three - Strata Tiered Planting

Toe of Slope - Root Favoured Biomass

Cultural Landscape - Identity Based Design

Beach Use - Active Use & Terrestrial / Aquatic Interface

Open Water - Fish Habitat & Breeding















Implementation
TBD
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