This is what can happen when

No Heritage Designation
exists.

This is a result of Heritage Designation
setting guidelines and assisting owners in
making appropriate decisions.
NEW BUILDINGS in appropriate and complementary
styles fill gaps or replace damaged or derelict buildings.

During the 1960s and
early 1970s, choices
were made that are
still affecting us today.
Single storey buildings
replaced multiple stories
destroying the cohesiveness of the district
design.
Our unique radial plan
lost some of its inherent
attractiveness.

Empty lots replaced
heritage buildings. Tax
revenues tumbled and
redevelopment was
often more difficult to
accomplish.

Inappropriate window
styles destroyed
structural beauty and
symmetry.
Designations began in
the late 1970s. Heritage
Districts were created in 1984 and 1992.

By maintaining the stylistic elements
of the original design or by introducing a new but complementary style,
the district remains attractive.

This allows it to function as
an economic driver bringing
tourists and visitors and providing residents with something to be proud of.

EXISTING BUILDINGS are updated
and adapted for new or continuing uses.

HERITAGE DISTRICTS
are not frozen in time.
District guidelines and
policies are meant to help
manage the change that is
inevitable in a dynamic,
vibrant town.

Designation Myths
and Facts
MYTH: “Town Hall will tell me what colour to paint
my door!” FACT: Much routine maintenance can be
included in exempted alterations with no permit required.
MYTH: Development is frozen in a district.
FACT: Change, and even demolition, occur but according to a plan.
MYTH: Owners will be forced to restore their property to some fixed time in the past.
FACT: A variety of time periods are present in a dynamic district. No one is forced.

Advantages of Designation
1. Designated properties retain their value during
periods of economic downturn better than non-designated properties.
2. Interest-free and interest-reduced loans and
grants are available to owners of designated properties. Other financial incentives such as heritage tax
relief are being considered.
3. Conservation of heritage properties has less impact on the environment than new construction in
terms of energy required, landfill and recycling of
material.
4. Conserving a heritage property is a sustainable
practice crucial for economic competitiveness.

MYTH: Designation negatively affects property values.
FACT: Designated properties retain a higher value
in slow economic times.

5. Designating properties and restoring heritage
buildings can increase tourism and create employment and income within the community.

MYTH: Insurance premiums are exorbitant.
FACT: Some insurance companies charge more for
older buildings both in and out of a district. Designation should not increase premiums.

6. Cultural or natural heritage features are community assets which give identity and distinctiveness
to the community. Designation of these features
recognizes how much the community appreciates
these unique features.

MYTH: Designated property owners are forced to
provide public access.
FACT: Not true.
MYTH: Designation restricts the use of property.
Fact: Zoning bylaws restrict the use of property.
MYTH: The Heritage Committee is hard to work with.
FACT: No application has been rejected outright in
the last ten years. Mutually agreeable decisions are
reached usually within a week or two. Special meetings can be scheduled in time-sensitive situations.
based on “Heritage conservation is the future”, Paul Dilse, Acorn Magazine , Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, Summer 2005.

7. Designation provides protection to the property
from unsympathetic alteration or demolition. Alteration and even demolition can still occur but the
designation agreement provides more time for appropriate alternatives to be discussed.
8. Free advice on restoration and renovation is available to designated property owners through the Municipal and Marine Heritage Committee.
Contact: Town Hall
519-524-8344 x 222
www.goderich.ca/en/heritage/index.asp

What Does it Mean
to be Designated?
Heritage properties hold value for more than just the
individual owners alone. Public recognition of our
heritage grounds us as individuals, helps establish
our identity and links us to a stable community.
As of 2005, municipalities are obliged by
provincial legislation to
conserve their heritage
resources. Designation
is a tool for accomplishing this task.
Designation is a bylaw of
Council setting out a formal
declaration of the community’s interest in the preservation of a property, by publicly
recognizing the importance
attached to it by
the community.
Individual properties (not buildings alone) may
be designated, as
well as Heritage
“Does it look too tacked on?”
Conser vation
from: “I feel I should warn you...” The Preservation Press
Districts (HCD).
Owners wishing to alter or demolish a designated
property must apply for a Heritage Permit through
the Municipal and Marine Heritage Committee. This
committee works with
the owner to arrive at
a recommendation for
Council to consider.

